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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editors are not responsible for opinions expressed in this* department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer to insure publication. 

CHINA'S NEEDS 

DEAR EDITOR: There is a great deal of smallpox and of trachoma here. 
Seventy per cent of the pupils in one school are said to have the latter. 
Nursing and public health work are crying needs of China. 

Shanghai E. F. C. 

"THE NURSE LIKE THAT" 

DEAR EDITOR: B. M. I. asks that a learned psychologist explain the "com- 
plex" which is responsible for the production of "a nurse like that" 
"Complex" is right, but it would take individual analysis to uncover the conflict 
in each case. Quite recently I was associated with a doctor who owns a small 
hospital and who never employs a graduate or registered nurse if the patient can 
be induced to put up with the untrained one. He will put an untrained nurse on 
a case and charge graduate nurse's fees. He has, however, a few good practical 
nurses. I couldn't understand his attitude toward graduate nurses until I learned 
that he had been at one time in love with a nurse who is now a successful super- 
intendent. I then recalled that he told me she was an excellent girl, but "too 
strict" and "too particular." I do not claim to be a learned psychologist, but to 
me the reason for this man's conduct is clear and in every case a cause could be 
found. 

Florida Q. A. B. 

AN APPEAL FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS 

DEAR EDITOR: I have read with interest the discussions relative to church 
and Sunday School attendance. I am a private duty nurse living in a town 
where we have twenty-four hour duty. Only in the most critical cases do we 
have two nurses on one case. Yet I rarely find it impossible to attend at least 
one service each week. Surely anyone who is sufficiently interested will find time 
to go to church. I cannot agree with O. H. B. on "rather reading Drummond's 
'Greatest Thing in the World' than go to public worship." I have a deep appre- 
ciation for all good literature, but I would rather go to the house of God, sharing 
the spirit of worship, feeling the strengthening influence, recognizing that the 
gospel has to do with all that vitally affects human life, thus bringing us into 
the realization of the presence of God, day by day, in all the affairs of life. 
When H. L. C. made the statement that "any organization that rejects Jesus 
Christ cannot prosper" she was not presuming, as 0. H. B. tells us. Now I am 
aware that there is no organization taken as a whole, doing more to alleviate 
suffering than the nurses; but we are not doing what we would be capable of 
doing if we were all Christian women. So let us not overestimate our capabilities 
and become self-exalted. No one can live without God and have permanent suc- 
cess and happiness. Look at the history of the countries of Europe. They tram- 
pled on God's laws, and where did they arrive with all of their boasted power and 
strength? What is true of an empire is also true of institutions, organizations, 
and individuals ! They who reject Christ have an inevitable fall in store. O. H. B. 
states that "We gain nothing by striving to have others live up'to our standard ; 
that we do well if we live up to our own standard, granting to others the privi- 
lege of doing their duty as they see fit." Then if I understand her correctly, if I 
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find my neighbor fallen in life's pathway, I should not advise him to go to church, 
nor tell him of the Great Physician who is able to heal his broken spirit and put 
a song in his soul, but she would have me remember that it is his own affair 
that he is fallen, and that so long as I keep my own feet on solid ground I have 
done my duty! Our duty doesn't end with ministering to man's physical ailments, 
we owe it to God to help lift our fellowmen to a higher plane and a more har- 
monious life and we should strive to so live that we will challenge the admiration 
of the weaker ones about us. I earnestly appeal to every member of the medical 
and nursing professions and particularly to the staffs of our training schools. 
Those who are not Christian people, — wake up! Some of you are asleep at your 
post of duty. Read your Bible and go to church and give your souls a chance 
to grow. Try a generous application of the Golden Rule instead of iron clad 
rules. Let us develop the Christ-like spirit and create an atmosphere in all our 
training schools which will draw into our midst young women who will be a 
credit to our schools and a blessing to mankind; thereby elevating the standard 
of our profession and at the same time bringing peace, happiness and harmony 
into our own lives. True religion is no imaginary thing; it is a most beautiful 
reality and living a Christian life is the best and the biggest investment in the 
whole world. Try it. It pays. 

Missouri M. M. G. 

(We cannot continue this correspondence. — Editors.) 

A NURSE'S DUTIES IN TUBERCULOSIS 

DEAR EDITOR: A nurse who is truly interested in the recovery of her 
patient will feel it is necessary not only to give her due care from the 
nursing standpoint, but to educate her in the ways along which lie perhaps cure 
for herself and protection to others. It means constant repetition, patience, real 
interest in the individual and in the multitude. Those whom she is teaching 
should be told what it is desirable or necessary to do — and why. It is uphill work 
full of discouragement. Perhaps that is why so few nurses doing tuberculosis 
work bother. Certainly the majority give the impression that all they care for 
is drawing their salary. This sounds unkind, but is it not true? In many in- 
stances nurses start out with high ideals only to find they are not upheld when 
they try to enforce rules and regulations. In one sanatorium a doctor said to 
a new nurse who enquired regarding the instructions to be given patients: "Yes, 
we have had one or two nurses who wanted to do that kind of work to get out of 
doing the real work." He laughed, saying, "You know these are really medical 
boarders here." In that sanatorium much time was given to statistics. Fre- 
quently very good papers were read to ambulant patients and nurses, but a nurse 
who was foolish (?) enough to try to carry out the excellent suggestions found 
herself in a most uncomfortable position, — she was not upheld by the authorities. 
Needless to say that in such sanatoria there is a constant coming and going of 
nurses. It has been said "no self-respecting nurse with a feeling of justice to her 
patients and to her profession would stay in such a place." Unfortunately there 
is more than one sanatorium of that type. The writer knows of another sana- 
torium where seldom was anything provided for the patients to use to cover 
their mouths when coughing or sneezing. (How could they be taught the danger?) 
Bed linen was so scarce that even the dying patients, the most distressing cases, 
had only one clean sheet a week, and pillow cases were more often used for several 
weeks. Not infrequently there were no covers for the pillows. Think of the 
danger to nurses working under such conditions! Apple cores, fruit skins, bits 



